
QUESTIONS FROM THE ISOLATED LAYCISTERCIANS 

 

❶This time of  difficulties (e.g. before the closing down of  the abbey or in a critical situation) 

should not be experienced alone but be accompanied. 

 

◊  What if, before the closing down of  the abbeys, encounters with « external » Laycistercians had 

happened to be discussed ? 

To anticipate ? 

◊ What if  a link with a community of  volunteer Laycistercians had been foreseen or chosen  

◊  Who could accoompany the transition ? and how ? 

◊  Where is the part the IALCC could play ? 

 

❷When an abbey chooses to close down can it erase my covenant with God ? To be a 

Laycistercian, a covenant without any coming back to God 

◊  An « isolated » Laycistercian ? Without any recognition, who is he ? 

 

◊ Is it still possible to keep embodying this commitment on one’s own, wilst living in the world 

and without any frequent and close link with a group of  Laycistercians ? Without any frequent 

link to an abbey ? 

 

❸SO THAT OUR LAYCISTERCIAN IDENTITY MAY GROW : 

We have imagined a « community of  isolated Laycistercians » 

 What structure to adopt for this community? How to organize this place of  transition and 

gathering for geographically dispersed people?. How to solve the question of  spiritual 

accompaniment? In view of  the increasingly limited availability of  spiritual accompaniment 

referents, what alternatives can we consider to ensure quality accompaniment?. How to concretely 

embody fraternal communion while remaining faithful to the spirit of  St Benedict and the 

Cistercian heritage? 

How to ensure continued recognition by the AICLC? 

We propose that every single lay Cistercian (but already engaged) should be individually recognized 

by a reference Cistercian abbey. This personal affiliation would maintain an authentic link with the 

Cistercian tradition while ensuring their legitimacy within the AICLC. 

 


