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PRESENTATION OF THE LAITY 

“VIRGIN OF CURUTARAN MEXICO” 

 

1. - Our group began in October 1997 with some friends from 

Guanajuato, Gto. and other cities in the state of Guanajuato. We 

made retreat visits (beginning on Fridays at Vespers and ending on 

Sundays after Mass at noon) to the Cistercian Monastery "Virgen del 

Curutarán", located in the city of Jacona, in the neighboring state of 

Michoacán. For several years, between 8 to 12 and 15 of us attended 

three or four times a year. At one point, we reached the number of 

18 or even 19 people who called ourselves “Friends of La Trapa”. 

 

2. - Our constancy and perseverance gave rise between us and the 

monks of the monastery to a beautiful and respectful relationship of 

friendship and we were called to make formal promises to God (3) for 

a period of one year each and a fourth on a permanent basis, to 

become lay Cistercians; we made all the promises, some in groups of 

three, others in groups of eight. As the years went by, 14 of us 

remained who continued to regularly attend the retreats. 

  

3. - In 2019, the Superior of the monastery invited us to accompany 

and attend the first Cistercian lay promise that a group of 26 people 

living in the monastery's area, that is, in the cities of Jacona and 

Zamora, in the state of Michoacán, would make. Several of us, lay 

people with permanent promise from the city of Guanajuato, Gto. 

attended the event, in addition to four companions from other cities 

who belonged to our group. This event brought us great joy, since a 

fairly large number of aspiring lay people were beginning as lay 

members and, furthermore, they were people from the cities where 
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the monastery is located, since we live in cities two and a half hours 

away by car. 

 

4. Several of these aspiring lay people asked us to help them 

understand the Cistercian charism, to share our experience, and to 

guide them regarding the readings and formation we had received, 

because they didn't really know what our role or activity was as lay 

Cistercians. Therefore, some of us provided them with guidance to 

help them understand the charism and provided them with the 

statutes we had as a group of lay people. This was so that they could 

be properly organized and oriented. 

  

5. The new group of aspiring lay people immediately encountered 

problems due to divisions among themselves. Two or three currents 

formed, but two members assumed leadership among them. Without 

any experience, they brought groups of people who were not 

professed to the monastery. They began to gather at the monastery 

guesthouse constantly, since they lived in the same city where the 

monastery was located. They caused many problems for the 

Superior, who called them to attention on several occasions, but they 

did not obey him. The Superior himself told us about this, and we 

agreed to try to help him and the members resolve the situation. 

However, the coronavirus pandemic arrived, and visits to the 

monastery were suspended, although the disobedient ones continued 

to disobey the Superior's requests. 

  

6. - At the end of the pandemic, we were about to elect a new service 

table for the laity of Guanajuato. Gabino, in his capacity as outgoing 

coordinator, was in constant contact with the Superior. We were in 

the midst of this when the Superior asked the members of the 
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outgoing service table to come to the Monastery for an interview. In 

this interview, he told us that the disobedient ones had not corrected 

themselves and, therefore, the Monastery Council had decided not to 

continue accompanying and caring for lay people. The monks wanted 

to fully fulfill their commitment to God within the limits of their 

charism and not be contaminated by the noise and external things of 

the monastery. However, he encouraged us to continue seeking God, 

letting us know that we could continue attending the monastery for 

retreats and liturgical services, but that they could no longer 

accompany us as lay people. This decision was communicated to us 

orally, and it was also delivered to us in a document signed by all the 

members of the council of the ‘Virgen del Curutarán’ monastery. 

  

7. The event mentioned in the previous paragraph left us cold and 

shocked, so much so that several of our companions dispersed and 

no longer remained in the group. Of course, they haven't resigned, 

but they no longer heed our calls to attend the monastery, as the 

Tierra Fría couple and Gabino and Tita have done. They simply tell us 

they can't attend, citing various reasons or excuses. 

  

8. We believe that in this case the just paid for the sinners. However, 

the Tierra Fría couple and the Carbajo couple have continued to visit 

the monastery, and on our last visit in March, we informed the 

Superior that we would attend the international meeting of lay 

Cistercians to be held in Ávila, Spain, in June of this year. At that 

meeting, we would report on our current status as lay members with 

permanent promise, since the topic is part of the program to be 

developed there and will allow us to request support or assistance 

from the International Association and from the Hispanic-American 

laity of Tampa, Florida, USA. 
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