MARCH 3, 2025

ROUND TABLE SPEAKERS

SINGULARITY IS THE ADJECTIVE THAT CHARACTERIZES OUR
CISTERCIAN COMMUNITY: OUR LADY OF DIVINE PROVIDENCE.

DIFFICULTIES

- OF THE THREE CISTERCIAN COMMUNITIES IN FLORIDA, WE ARE
THE ONLY SPANISH-SPEAKING CISTERCIAN COMMUNITY, ALTHOUGH
MOST OF US ARE BILINGUAL.

- OUR COMMUNITY IS MADE UP OF EIGHT MEMBERS, SEVEN OF
WHOM ARE RETIRED, AND A YOUNGER SISTER.

- IT IS NOT EASY FOR US TO GO TO THE MONASTERY MONTHLY AND
RECEIVE TRAINING DUE TO THE DISTANCE.

ACHIEVEMENTS

- WE RECEIVE TRAINING FROM FATHER IGNACIO EVERY THREE
MONTHS AND ALSO FROM FATHER CASSIAN WHEN NEEDED. WE
ALSO RECEIVE THE FRATERNUM, WHICH ENRICHES US AS A
COMMUNITY.

. - WE VISIT OUR MONASTERY ONCE A YEAR.



. - OUR COMMUNITY MEETINGS ARE MONTHLY, FROM 9:30 AM TO
1:30 PM AT THE PARISH OF THE RESURRECTION, WHERE AS A
COMMUNITY WE DO LAUDS, LECTIO DIVINA, SEXT, TRAINING,
BROTHERHOOD, AND SHARING.

.- WE ARE TRYING TO CONNECT WITH THE MONASTERY OF SAINT
LEO, A BENEDICTINE MONASTERY/UNIVERSITY LOCATED AN HOUR
AND A HALF AWAY, TO SEE HOW WE CAN TAKE ADVANTAGE OF
THEIR TRAINING, RETREATS, AND CONFERENCES FOR OUR
SPIRITUAL GROWTH.

.- WE HAVE AN ANNOUNCEMENT ABOUT OUR SPIRITUALITY IN THE
WEEKLY BULLETIN OF THE CHURCH WHERE WE MEET.

. - WE HAVE A PROJECT TO MAKE T-SHIRTS WITH THE LOGO OF OUR
CISTERCIAN COMMUNITY TO PROMOTE THE GROUP AND USE THEM
IN CERTAIN ACTIVITIES.

. - IN THE PAST, WE HAD THE SUPPORT OF SAINT FRANCES PARISH,
WHERE WE MET. NOW WE MEET AT THE PARISH OF THE
RESURRECTION, AND WE HAVE THE SUPPORT OF FATHER DANIEL.

. - WE HAVE MADE PROGRESS IN HUMILITY AND IN ACCEPTING ONE
ANOTHER IN A MULTICULTURAL COMMUNITY, AND WE HAVE SEEN
TRANSFORMATIONS IN OUR SPIRITUAL GROWTH. WE HAVE BEEN
ABLE TO ADAPT. WE MISS THE PRESENCE OF THE SPIRITUAL
DIRECTOR WHO MET WITH US, FATHER DOMINIQUE NELSON. IT HAS
BEEN A JOURNEY IN WHICH LITTLE BY LITTLE, STEP BY STEP AND



GUIDED BY THE PRESENCE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT, WE HAVE BEEN
ABLE TO ADVANCE, WITH THE HELP AND SUPPORT OF THE
SPIRITUAL GUIDES AND OTHER TOOLS THAT THE LORD HAS
PROVIDED FOR OUR GROWTH AS A CISTERCIAN COMMUNITY.

PROJECTS IN PROGRESS

.- WE ARE TRYING TO CONTACT THE MONASTERY OF SAINT LEOQO,
WHICH IS A BENEDICTINE MONASTERY/UNIVERSITY AN HOUR AND
A HALF AWAY, TO SEE HOW WE CAN TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THEIR
TRAINING, RETREATS, AND CONFERENCES FOR OUR GROWTH.
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